Municipality of Bizovac

Geographical Position of Bizovac

Bizovac is located 18 km to the west of Osijek and 9 km to the south of Valpovo, on thraiheagl route
ZagrebN a ¢ -Osijek which is also called the Podravina main road. Bizovac is also connected to traffit
routes towards Central Europe and to intaoeal traffic routes towards western Croatia, neighbouring
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Adriatic and the East.
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History of the Bizovac Region

The ol dest archaeol ogi cal artefacts from Samat
BrolLanci and Novaki Bi zoval ki originate from th

If those artefacts and the artefacts from the Bronzeféiged on the site of Lepodrevci are compared with

the tools used by the inhabitants of Bizovac in the second half of the 19th century and in the early 2(
century, one can draw the conclusion that the technological development of this area was pketty we
Whether there were some urban areas put up by Roman soldiers during the Roman Empire or not, is

known, but the toponym of Gradine | ocated in t
particularly bricks, indicate the need for fuethresearch of the area. The 1579 census of the Turkish District
of Pogega includes a document about the vill age

SubDistricts of Osijek and Karas.
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Todaydés Bizovac, Habj anovci and BrolLanci wer e
during the second half of t hreetl9Bihz ocveanltkuir,y .S aTnoa
Selci were put up on the cleared | and near man
which today borders with the channel of BronlLi

therehave always been settlements.

Remnants of medieval forts provided refugees from the Turkish reign with plenty of building materials
Those refugees gave additional power to the District of Bizovac at the end of the 17th and in the 1¢&
century. Thereisahur ch document providing evidence tha
from 1752 and 1755 by means of the forcible migration of the population who had lived on surroundin
farms situated on todayods cultivated | and.

In the 1840s, the manoriaktate of Valpovo founded the tax administration of Bizovac which had been
under the jurisdiction of the District of Petrijevci, a county unit of the lowest rank. At that time, Bizovac
already had a clear administrative hierarchy, a duke and his assistardrds and field rangers who took
oaths, and an administrator who was nominated by the manorial government. The borders of the
administration area of Bi zovac correspond to
municipality of Bizova was established which, except for tax collection, had some administrative power
regarding judicature. Religious and infrastructure issues as well as other issues were dealt with by squi
From the second half of the 19th century until World War B, gbvernment of the Municipality of Bizovac
took care of infrastructure and other current i
roads. Land consolidation was performed, drainage channels were excavated and marshlands v
reclaimed. Random and planned settlement led to the emergence of new villages and the expansion of
old ones. Land cultivation replaced harvesting in the wetlands and woods and became the main occupa
of the local population. There was plenty of poultrysticalarly geese and ducks and thus plenty of meat,
eggs and feathers. Cattle breeding grew to enormous proportions. About ten thousand cows and thousan
pigs grazed on the grazing land of the Municipality of Bizovac at that time. Like in western dattle

were transported to slaughter houses in wagons. Cattle loading and trading at fairs, particularly at the fair:
Bizovac, generated the exchange of money and encouraged the permanent settlement of entrepreneur:
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merchants, mostly Germans, Jeawvsl Czechs. They, along with teachers, doctors, manorial and municipal
clerks, post office clerks and railway managers, made up the upper class. The first train went through t
area in 1894. There were about 30 craftsmen and a few merchants and irmk&ewag other prominent

me mber s of the community, the mil kmenos and L
association, voluntary fire fighters6é associat
brickyard should be méni oned. Servants of the totalitarian

servants of the socialist regime in the period from 1945 to 1990 did a great injustice to the people
Bizovac. They blocked the economic and social development of taenaregard to education and religion
and erased particular groups. After the end of the war, reprisals against the local German population w
carried out by the authorities, which led to their almost complete disappearance from the census, and
Bizovac region became part of the administrative unit of Valpovo. The connection of Bizovac to the nation
grid was completed in the 1960s. The gas and water supply systems and telecommunication connect
were completely finished a couple of years ago. ThaniMpality of Bizovac was restored after the
introduction of the new administrative organization of the Republic of Croatia in 1993. Bizovac became tt
centre of the municipality which now includes
Habjanovci, Novaki, Samatovci and Selci.




Municipality of Bizovac

Censuses from 1857 to 2001

Settlement | 1857 | 1869 | 1880 | 1890 | 1900 | 1910 | 1921 | 1931 | 1948 | 1953 | 1961 | 1971 | 1981 | 1991 | 2001
Bizovac 1162 | 1229 | 1072 | 1096 | 1219 | 1301 | 1243 | 1343 | 1561 | 1667 | 1942 | 1957 | 2135 | 2235 | 2278
. NRSI y 1098 | 1248 | 1100 | 1178 | 1281 | 1376 | 1346 | 1429 | 1372 | 1282 | 1163 | 900 | 792 | 668 | 631
Cerovac 41 42 35
Cret 6 6 4 12 10| 366| 498| 678| 611 | 666 | 716 | 642
Habjanovci| 912 | 964 | 1109 | 1177 | 1280 | 1340 | 1259 | 1330 | 1208 | 1189 | 1189 | 786 | 639 | 580 | 545
Novaki 140 | 219| 243 | 268| 208 | 218 | 225| 211
Samatovci 41 84| 144| 184 | 177| 126| 132| 230| 348| 432| 525| 571| 568 | 609
Selci 56 29 23
h L6 AYI

Bizovac 3213 | 3441 | 3365 | 3601 | 3970 | 4198 | 3986 | 4384 | 4956 | 5227 | 5672 | 4987 | 5118 | 5063 | 4974

Pari shes of Bi zovac and BrolLanci

During the High and Late Middle Ages, pastor al
exclusively related to the village of lvanovci whereas afterwards it was ptblidpriests of the Diocese of
P®c s . During the Turkish reign, religious ceren
by merchants from Dubrovnik who used to come to Osijek, particularly duringitaey 81ay Fair. Written
documents invale the fact that Bizovac and Ladimirevci had a common church which was dedicated to S

Cosmos and Damian. |In the 1720s, Bartol Kagil,
the holy mass, confessed and blessed the congregation wifachament of confirmation in that church.
According to father Petar Nikolil, the vicar o
BrolLanci, Kri geveci and Karagevo in 1660. The v
Petrijevci, mi ght have been | eft by the inhabit
churches in the Parish of Brolanci . These were
Baptist and St. Glargish gvardlsad tG theifallofithe Tukkisls reignan Slavonia. The

devastated homes were | ater populated by Gokci
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region by Franciscans. The Pari sh ofiari&indhe dllages w
of Habjanovci and Martinci. St. Anneds Church
built up. Bizovac and Ladimirevci had wooden chapels. The patron of the chapel of Bizovac was Virgi
Mary who had protected thedals from all evil until 1761 when a new chapel dedicated to St. Matthew the
Evangelist was built. The Parish of Ladimirevci was founded in 1789 while the centre of the parish we
dislocated to Bizovac. The parish premises in Bizovac were put up in T8B&0Parish Church of St.
Matthew the Evangelist was erected in 1802. It was restored and renewed a couple of times, in 1875 an
the period from 2004 to 2007. The churches i n
are under the jurisdion of the Parish of Bizovac.

Settlements of the Municipality of Bizovac

Bizovac

i

Evidences of presence of people in this area during the prehistoric period include the discovery of a lar
with 322 wellpreserved items from the Middle Bronze Age. The larder wesodered by accident as a

local peasant was ploughing the land near the village of Lepodrevci in 1885. Among those items, one sho
single out bronze sickles, wedgbhaped axes, spears, accessories, tools and other. Written documen
involve the fact thaBizovac and Ladimirevci had a common church which was dedicated to St. Cosmos an
Damian. The medieval name of the village of Bizovac was Byezafalva. It was situated in the District c
Karagevo and was owned by t he eansueaftheoTurkish Districtlob h |

Pogega includes a document about the village of
Districts of Osijek and Karas. From 1721, Bizovac was ruled by the manorial estate of Valpovo whic
included 23 houdeo | d s . There Iis a church document witne

place in the period from 1752 and 1755 by means of forcible migration of population having lived ol
surrounding farms which wer entesmsbfuhe 178 dcensus of Biaotad,y |
one can find indigenous surnames that are stil
Domanovac, Eril Grlica, Gl avag, Gl avagil , Kol
Parish Churclof St. Matthew the Evangelist was put up in a modest barolgssicist style in 1802. The
parish feast is celebrated on September 21. In the very centre of Bizovac, there is a castle that used t
ownership of noble family NormarArandau. The castle as constructed for manorial clerks and
management in the first half of the 19th century. After baroness Marijana Prandau had married cot
Konstantin Normann, the castle was rearranged for housing and has almost preserved the same appea
until today. The royal post office was opened in 1809, the first mill in 1890 and the second one in 1910. TF




Municipality of Bizovac

school was founded 1849. The football club and
branch of Seljal ka s ogdan 193B.é&a alrmosttfourdecadesptineck has eersa
cultural club in the village that promote the autochthonous heritage of the Bizovac region, part of which is
unique, distinctive and peculiar female folk costume. The club takes part in folk festiv@teatia and
abroad. The following celebrities born in Bizovac are worth mentioning: gallery manager Antun Ullrich
' i ngui st Bratoljub KIail, mat hematician | vo Pa
city of Osijek, excellent roadnd railway connections, fertile arable land, trade and tourist potentials
regarding medicinal springs, the village is becoming more and more attractive for permanent residence.

Samatovci




