
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Geographical Position of Bizovac 
 

Bizovac is located 18 km to the west of Osijek and 9 km to the south of Valpovo, on the road-railway route 

Zagreb-Naġice-Osijek which is also called the Podravina main road. Bizovac is also connected to traffic 

routes towards Central Europe and to interregional traffic routes towards western Croatia, neighbouring 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Adriatic and the East.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

History of the Bizovac Region  
 

The oldest archaeological artefacts from Samatovci and Ģeljkovac near Ladimirevci as well as from 

BroĽanci and Novaki Bizovaļki originate from the Late Stone Age and are approximately 8,000 years old.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If those artefacts and the artefacts from the Bronze Age found on the site of Lepodrevci are compared with 

the tools used by the inhabitants of Bizovac in the second half of the 19th century and in the early 20th 

century, one can draw the conclusion that the technological development of this area was pretty weak. 

Whether there were some urban areas put up by Roman soldiers during the Roman Empire or not, is not 

known, but the toponym of Gradine located in the woods near the village of Cret Bizovaļki and artefacts, 

particularly bricks, indicate the need for further research of the area. The 1579 census of the Turkish District 

of Poģega includes a document about the village of Bisofzy and the relating 8 houses which belonged to the 

Sub-Districts of Osijek and Karas.  

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Todayôs Bizovac, Habjanovci and BroĽanci were built based on physical planning and were inhabited 

during the second half of the 19th century. Todayôs settlements of Cret Bizovaļki, Samatovci, Cerovac and 

Selci were put up on the cleared land near manorial farms. In the region of Ivanjska meĽa, an elevated area 

which today borders with the channel of BronĽinci and in the past with backwaters of the Kravica river, 

there have always been settlements. 

Remnants of medieval forts provided refugees from the Turkish reign with plenty of building materials. 

Those refugees gave additional power to the District of Bizovac at the end of the 17th and in the 18th 

century.  There is a church document providing evidence that the settlement of todayôs Bizovac took place 

from 1752 and 1755 by means of the forcible migration of the population who had lived on surrounding 

farms situated on todayôs cultivated land. 

 

 
 

 

In the 1840s, the manorial estate of Valpovo founded the tax administration of Bizovac which had been 

under the jurisdiction of the District of Petrijevci, a county unit of the lowest rank. At that time, Bizovac 

already had a clear administrative hierarchy, a duke and his assistants ï guards and field rangers who took 

oaths, and an administrator who was nominated by the manorial government. The borders of the tax 

administration area of Bizovac correspond to todayôs municipality of Bizovac. In 1831, a political 

municipality of Bizovac was established which, except for tax collection, had some administrative powers 

regarding judicature. Religious and infrastructure issues as well as other issues were dealt with by squires. 

From the second half of the 19th century until World War II, the government of the Municipality of Bizovac 

took care of infrastructure and other current issues. There were cattle breedersô guilds, a court, schools and 

roads. Land consolidation was performed, drainage channels were excavated and marshlands were 

reclaimed. Random and planned settlement led to the emergence of new villages and the expansion of the 

old ones. Land cultivation replaced harvesting in the wetlands and woods and became the main occupation 

of the local population. There was plenty of poultry, particularly geese and ducks and thus plenty of meat, 

eggs and feathers. Cattle breeding grew to enormous proportions. About ten thousand cows and thousands of 

pigs grazed on the grazing land of the Municipality of Bizovac at that time. Like in western films, cattle 

were transported to slaughter houses in wagons. Cattle loading and trading at fairs, particularly at the fairs of 

Bizovac, generated the exchange of money and encouraged the permanent settlement of entrepreneurs and 



 

 

merchants, mostly Germans, Jews and Czechs. They, along with teachers, doctors, manorial and municipal 

clerks, post office clerks and railway managers, made up the upper class. The first train went through this 

area in 1894. There were about 30 craftsmen and a few merchants and innkeepers. Among other prominent 

members of the community, the milkmenôs and beekeepersô association, public library, undertakersô 

association, voluntary fire fightersô association, football club, Hrvatski sokol (Croatian Falcon), mill and 

brickyard should be mentioned. Servants of the totalitarian Nazi and Ustaġe regime during World War II and 

servants of the socialist regime in the period from 1945 to 1990 did a great injustice to the people of 

Bizovac. They blocked the economic and social development of the area in regard to education and religion 

and erased particular groups. After the end of the war, reprisals against the local German population were 

carried out by the authorities, which led to their almost complete disappearance from the census, and the 

Bizovac region became part of the administrative unit of Valpovo. The connection of Bizovac to the national 

grid was completed in the 1960s. The gas and water supply systems and telecommunication connections 

were completely finished a couple of years ago. The Municipality of Bizovac was restored after the 

introduction of the new administrative organization of the Republic of Croatia in 1993. Bizovac became the 

centre of the municipality which now includes seven settlements as follows: BroĽanci, Cerovac, Cret, 

Habjanovci, Novaki, Samatovci and Selci. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Censuses from 1857 to 2001 
 

Settlement 1857 1869 1880 1890 1900 1910 1921 1931 1948 1953 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 

Bizovac 1162 1229 1072 1096 1219 1301 1243 1343 1561 1667 1942 1957 2135 2235 2278 

.ǊƻŚŀƴŎƛ 1098 1248 1100 1178 1281 1376 1346 1429 1372 1282 1163 900 792 668 631 

Cerovac                         41 42 35 

Cret       6 6 4 12 10 366 498 678 611 666 716 642 

Habjanovci 912 964 1109 1177 1280 1340 1259 1330 1208 1189 1189 786 639 580 545 

Novaki               140 219 243 268 208 218 225 211 

Samatovci 41   84 144 184 177 126 132 230 348 432 525 571 568 609 

Selci                         56 29 23 

hǇŏƛƴŀ 
Bizovac 3213 3441 3365 3601 3970 4198 3986 4384 4956 5227 5672 4987 5118 5063 4974 

 

 

Parishes of Bizovac and BroĽanci 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the High and Late Middle Ages, pastoral service in the area of todayôs Municipality of Bizovac was 

exclusively related to the village of Ivanovci whereas afterwards it was provided by priests of the Diocese of 

P®cs. During the Turkish reign, religious ceremonies were conducted by Franciscan monks and possibly also 

by merchants from Dubrovnik who used to come to Osijek, particularly during the 8-Day May Fair. Written 

documents involve the fact that Bizovac and Ladimirevci had a common church which was dedicated to St. 

Cosmos and Damian. In the 1720s, Bartol Kaġiĺ, a monk of the Jesuitical order and a missionary, celebrated 

the holy mass, confessed and blessed the congregation with the sacrament of confirmation in that church. 

According to father Petar Nikoliĺ, the vicar of the bishop of Zagreb, there were parishes in the villages of 

BroĽanci, Kriģevci and Karaġevo in 1660. The village of Kriģevci, which was located in the District of 

Petrijevci, might have been left by the inhabitants later. However, Nikoliĺ wrote that there were three stone 

churches in the Parish of BroĽanci. These were the Church of the Holy Cross, the Church of St. John the 

Baptist and St. Georgeôs Church. Austro-Turkish wars lead to the fall of the Turkish reign in Slavonia. The 

devastated homes were later populated by Ġokci who had been brought from northern Bosnia to the Danube 



 

 

region by Franciscans. The Parish of BroĽanci was established in 1747 and it had subsidiaries in the villages 

of Habjanovci and Martinci. St. Anneôs Church was consecrated in 1798 and, in 1852, the church bell was 

built up. Bizovac and Ladimirevci had wooden chapels. The patron of the chapel of Bizovac was Virgin 

Mary who had protected the locals from all evil until 1761 when a new chapel dedicated to St. Matthew the 

Evangelist was built. The Parish of Ladimirevci was founded in 1789 while the centre of the parish was 

dislocated to Bizovac. The parish premises in Bizovac were put up in 1810. The Parish Church of St. 

Matthew the Evangelist was erected in 1802. It was restored and renewed a couple of times, in 1875 and in 

the period from 2004 to 2007. The churches in Cret Bizovaļki, Samatovci, Novaki Bizovaļki and Topoline 

are under the jurisdiction of the Parish of Bizovac. 

 

Settlements of the Municipality of Bizovac 
 
Bizovac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evidences of presence of people in this area during the prehistoric period include the discovery of a larder 
with 322 well-preserved items from the Middle Bronze Age. The larder was discovered by accident as a 
local peasant was ploughing the land near the village of Lepodrevci in 1885. Among those items, one should 
single out bronze sickles, wedge-shaped axes, spears, accessories, tools and other. Written documents 
involve the fact that Bizovac and Ladimirevci had a common church which was dedicated to St. Cosmos and 
Damian. The medieval name of the village of Bizovac was Byezafalva. It was situated in the District of 
Karaġevo and was owned by the order of St. John of Jerusalem. The 1579 census of the Turkish District of 
Poģega includes a document about the village of Bisofzy and relating 8 houses which belonged to the Sub-
Districts of Osijek and Karas. From 1721, Bizovac was ruled by the manorial estate of Valpovo which 
included 23 households. There is a church document witnessing that the settlement of todayôs Bizovac took 
place in the period from 1752 and 1755 by means of forcible migration of population having lived on 
surrounding farms which were situated on todayôs cultivated land. In terms of the 1737 census of Bizovac, 
one can find indigenous surnames that are still common in modern Croatia. These surnames are Boġnjak, 
Domanovac, Eriĺ, Grlica, Glavaġ, Glavaġiĺ, Kolariĺ, Mihaljeviĺ, Ġkariĺ, Srġiĺ, Sudar and Vukoviĺ. The 
Parish Church of St. Matthew the Evangelist was put up in a modest baroque-classicist style in 1802. The 
parish feast is celebrated on September 21. In the very centre of Bizovac, there is a castle that used to be 
ownership of noble family Normann-Prandau. The castle was constructed for manorial clerks and 
management in the first half of the 19th century. After baroness Marijana Prandau had married count 
Konstantin Normann, the castle was rearranged for housing and has almost preserved the same appearance 
until today. The royal post office was opened in 1809, the first mill in 1890 and the second one in 1910. The 



 

 

school was founded 1849. The football club and fire fightersô association have been active since 1926. The 
branch of Seljaļka sloga (Peasant Concord) was founded in 1935. For almost four decades, there has been a 
cultural club in the village that promote the autochthonous heritage of the Bizovac region, part of which is a 
unique, distinctive and peculiar female folk costume. The club takes part in folk festivals in Croatia and 
abroad. The following celebrities born in Bizovac are worth mentioning: gallery manager Antun Ullrich, 
linguist Bratoljub Klaiĺ, mathematician Ivo Pavliĺ and chemist Stjepan Glavaġ. Due to the vicinity of the 
city of Osijek, excellent road and railway connections, fertile arable land, trade and tourist potentials 
regarding medicinal springs, the village is becoming more and more attractive for permanent residence. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samatovci 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


